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In the community
Donations to the food banks

The year in review

This Christmas, Howe Sound Pulp & Paper
matched employee donations to the food banks.
Over $2,200 were given to each of the Gibsons
and Sechelt food bank locations.

“We’re pleased with the
results we achieved in 2006
and are looking forward
to an even
better year
in 2007.”
Fred Fominoff,
General Manager
Operations

Howe Sound Pulp & Paper is one of North America’s most progressive newsprint and kraft pulp manufacturers.
A century ago, the mill produced BC’s first wood-fibre based paper. Today we lead the industry in product quality and environmental protection.
Besides non-perishables, the Gibsons Food Bank
collects day-old items like baked goods, and fruits
& vegetables to distribute to the 70 to 100 people
who come in every day. From left to right are: Al
Strang, Howe Sound’s Manager of Environment &
External Relations; Diane Cross and Connie Corse
from the Gibsons Food Bank; and Allan Reid,
President of Local 1119 of the Communications,
Energy and Papermakers Union of Canada.

One of Howe Sound’s key challenges in 2006 was developing
new customers for our newsprint.
In late 2005 we stopped producing
newsprint for the Japanese market
because it was no longer profitable.
In its place we secured new customers on the west coast of North
America—including the Seattle
Times, Orange County Register,
and Los Angeles Times. Now approximately 70% of our newsprint
is sold in the USA and Canada, with

the rest going to Southeast Asia.
We continued to build on our
reputation for producing highquality kraft pulp. The long fibres in
the softwood chips used by Howe
Sound produce a very strong pulp.
This pulp is an ingredient in the
enormous range of paper products that are an essential part of
everyday life—including copy paper, tissues, hospital gowns, and
air filters. In 2006, we shipped our
pulp to markets in Asia, Africa and

Air quality in 2006
Over 700 individuals used the Sechelt Food Bank
in November 2006. The bank receives no government funding and is run entirely on donations.
From left to right are: Tina Sebert, Howe Sound’s
Community Relations Assistant; Stephie Malcolm
and Kate VonRiesen from the Sechelt Food Bank;
Al Strang from Howe Sound; Larry Posey from
the Sechelt Food Bank; and Allan Reid from CEP
Local 1119.

Employees’ Charity Fund
Howe Sound Pulp & Paper employees are
active donors and volunteers, giving time and
money to many good causes. One of the ways our
employees contribute to local aid organizations is
through regular payroll deductions to an Employees’ Charity Fund.
This fund collected over $23,000 in 2006 and
gave to more than 20 healthcare-related charities,
including the Children’s Hospital, Arrowhead Centre Society, and Sunshine Coast Hospice Society.

Corporate sponsorships
and donations

Howe Sound Pulp & Paper also has a corporate
sponsorship and donation program. Last year our
largest contribution was to the St. Mary’s Hospital
Foundation “Back the CAT” CT scanner campaign.
In 2006 we continued as the presenting sponsor of
the Fibre Arts Festival, which we supported for the
fifth year in a row.

The provincial government has
been regulating emissions to the
environment for many years through
its discharge permitting system. For
over a decade, Howe Sound Pulp
& Paper has had one of the most
stringent air emission permits in the
pulp and paper industry.
Howe Sound has been measuring
air quality at its monitoring station in
Langdale since 1996. BC Ministry of
Environment staff regularly audit the
station to ensure measurements are
accurate. Air quality in our community continues to be good, and the
average concentrations of all the
parameters measured were lower in
2006 than in 2005.
COMING SOON:
THE CLEAN AIR ACT
As you no doubt know, Canada’s
government also plans to regulate
air emissions through the Clean Air
Act, announced in the fall of 2006.
We expect that the regulations limiting emissions from various industries
will be announced early in 2007.
For the past two years Al Strang,
Howe Sound’s Manager of Environment and External Relations,
chaired a multi-stakeholder group
making recommendations to the
federal government on regulations

Europe, as well as Canada.
By the end of 2006 Howe Sound
achieved record production in
newsprint and kraft pulp. Newsprint
production was 215,742 tonnes and
kraft pulp totaled 378,421 tonnes.
Fred Fominoff was appointed
General Manager Operations
of Howe Sound Pulp & Paper
in March 2006. Prior to joining
us, Fred was General Manager
at Canfor’s Taylor pulp mill in
northern BC.

Focus on prevention

for the pulp and paper sector. The
group was made up of representatives from federal and provincial
governments, industry, environmental groups, and first nations.
Investments made in technology
to reduce emissions over the past
several years and Al’s involvement
in the advisory group mean that
Howe Sound is well positioned to
meet the new requirements long
before they take effect.
QUICK FACT
Howe Sound Pulp & Paper has
reduced greenhouse gas emissions over 50% from 1990 levels. At the same time, production has tripled—which means
emissions per tonne of product
have decreased by nearly 90%.
This far exceeds Canada’s Kyoto
commitment to reduce national greenhouse gas emissions 6%
below 1990 levels by 2012.

Employee health and safety
has always been a top priority
at Howe Sound Pulp & Paper.
In February 2006 Barry
Greenfield joined us in the
position of Safety Superintendent. Barry is a certified
safety professional and has
many years experience in the
forest industry, most recently
at Alberta Pacific north of Edmonton.
Barry’s priorities are to build
on the existing programs in order to continually improve safety at the mill. He has focused
on refining root-cause analysis
techniques to prevent recurrence of incidents, expanding
the use of risk-assessment
tools and strengthening our
inspection processes. A major task for Barry and our joint
health and safety committee
will be to review and revise our
lock-out program.

CONTACT US
Howe Sound’s News & Views is published once a month in the Coast Reporter.
Issues are also available on our website at www.hspp.ca.
Questions? Comments? We’d like to hear from you! You can call or
email Tina Sebert, Community Relations Assistant. Tel: 604-884-2575
Email: hsppcomments@hspp.ca

We are a world leader in delivering outstanding quality pulp and paper products that make our customers successful.
We excel in employee safety, productivity and environmental protection.

